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MINERAL MINUTES

The Mineral Minuteds the award winning bulletin of The Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia, Inc

The purpose of this Society is to promote interest in mineralogy, geology, and related earth sciences and to encourage
collecting. An annual scholarsh§pawarded to a deserving student in the related field.

The Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia is otfeedbunding Societies of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogi

and Lapidary Societies.
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decisionmaking process and focuses on Dutch and
Flemish painters. Melanie has worked at the Nationa
Gallery of Art as Research Conservator for Painting
Technology in the Scientific Research Department sir
1992, after 15 years as a painting conservator at the
Walters Art Museum in Baltimore.
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Her PhD in art history used technical study to conside
the development of naturalistic Dutch landscape
paintings byartists working at the start of the 17
century in light of their innovative painting practices.
Recent publications include technical studies of
individual paintings by Van Eyck and Durer as well as
exhibition catalogue essays on the painting technique
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of Jan Lievens, Gabriel Metsu and, with colleagues i
Washington and Houston, the still life painter Willem
van Aelst. Her current researdocuments
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By Stephen Johnson

seventeenthcentury evaluations of artistic style
through technical study of artistic interactions among
Dutch genre painters workintg50¢1675

Based on minute study of the pigments used, we

established that Durer himself painted both sides an
that he must have painted them at the same time, no
at different times in his career. My colleagues carried
out fiber-optic reflectance spectroscopy (FORS) and
ray fluorescence analysis (XRF) and | carried out
polarizing light microscopy (PLM). The talk shows ho
the techniques complement one another, each
contributing to the investigation. There are lots of PL

Well, the year is
almost over.One
more meeting
before our
Christmas

party. I'm
looking forward
to hearing
November's
speaker, Melanie
Gifford from the
National Gallery
of Art who will

images, illustrating the identification of natural mineral
pigments (different earth pigments, azurite blue,
ultramarine blue/lapis); mamade mineral pigments
(leadtin yellow, vermilion red, an unusual form of
verdigris green) as well as synthetic pigments

combining mineral and organic components (red lake:

made from a dyestuff cprecipitated with aluminum
hydroxide).
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be talking about Minerals in Fine Art

Paintings. Today we walk into a Michael's or somg
other art or craft store and pick the colors we wan
in a variety of paints, but back in the day, the artis |5
basically hado make their ownAnd a great
source of stable colors were minerals and they wi
commonly used to make the pigments for the pair
- think lapis lazuli for blue or goethite/limonite for
ochre (yellow/brown color)l'm sure Melanie will
have much bettesxamples, but those were the twc
that immediately popped into my head.

Also, we will be having our annual elections at the
December meetinglf anyone is interested in
running for a position please let me or any other
board member knowWe particularly eed to find
someone interested in putting together the
newsletter.Sheryl has done an outstanding and
award winning job!She has agreed to help the ne
editor get going. Please consider it if you have th
time and interest.

Well, that's it for now.We will be sending out
information about the Christmas party as we get
closer to the eventl hope to see everyone at

our November meeting.

Have a safe and Happy Thanksgiving
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By Rick Rieber

Meeting Date: 10/1/2014

Meeting Place Cathy Kerby RARCE 340, The
Smithsonian National Museum of Natural
History

Attendees 17

Agenda:

Minutes Approved Minutes from previous
meeting approved.

Visitors: John (last name not provided) An
artist who wants to put a picture inside a
piece of quartz to use in an art exhibition.

INE | & dzNB N2253.54.50 dfdie
CD's matures 10/27/14 so when it matures it
will be transferred to checking.

Old Business:

New Business Meeting raffle winners: Joe
(the visitor), Holly, Andy Thompson, Ed
Thacker.

Geology in the News Volcano erupted in
Japan. There is an article on Sulfites in
Mineralogical Newsnagazine with an
acknowledgment of Jessiead Bob
{AY2Y2FFQa 62NJ
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Club Member Concerns & Announcements:

Steve Johnson made hard plastic club name
badges from D printer.

Announcements
| @Yy GKALF tle&ySQa
celebrated on October 21

Past Presidents at the raéng: Andy
Thompson and Ed Thacker

Dave and Leslie Nanney were acknowledged
by Ed and Susan Fisher for the time and hard
work that they put into organizing Cynthia
tlreySQa O2ffSOGAZ2Y®

Motion to Adjourn to the Program:
Accepted

Program: Show and tell by several individual
club members

Refreshments: Courtesy of Andy and Betty
Thompson; and the Ed and Susan Fisher.

Meeting adjourned: Meeting was adjourned
at 9:55PM

GAUK YAYS
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Going Once! Going Twice! Sold!
By Sheryl E. Sims

tbs hard to beat the
war! Themineral auctiorthat | participated in
September 2014osted by another local cluvas great
fun. Surrounded by all types of beautiful minerals, |
found it difficult to keep my checkbook shithere
were times when | had to let beauties slip away, but |
didndét | eave -hathded meet i ng

ene

Much to my delight, | added minesatio my collection
from someof my favoritemineral collector8 George
Reimher, Wayne Sukow, and Jim Kostka. One was &
beautifulspecimen ofltodochrosite witlgageite from

t he N6 Chwani ng KkmangSouthn H
Africa. Another was a fluorescent piecesrbrtianite
from Winfield Quarry in Pennsylvania. | was even
fortunate enough to buy a piece of Senéoeek ed

sandstone from the Smithsoniaagfle!l enjoy having
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pieces in my collection that | can associate with other
collectos. It makes each acquisition very special.
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Hotarel. Kurumsn, % Alrics

trrenifer Collection

(photos by S. Sims)

REMINDERElections are just around the cornePlease iet ine current orficers and

Board members know if you are

Above Rhodochrosite with
gageite(South Africa);Left:
strontianite (Pennsylvania);
Seneca Creek sandstone
(Maryland).Right: The red
sandstone ifrom blocks
quarried near Seneca Creek
that were used to build the
Smithsonian Castle. The
National Mall architect has
spare blocks for repairs to
the castle, and the specimen
is from one of them.

REMINDEREIlections are just around the cornePlease let the current officers and
Board members know if you anaterested in serving! This is YOUR ¢luRleasehelp
keep it energized and going with your ideas and willingness to serve.
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SHOUT OUTS:

MORE REFRESHMENTS, PLEABI§ THANK
YOU tahose who provied refreshments for our
meeting-- especially Betty and Andy Thompson!
If you are able to bring refreshments to our
monthly meetings, please do sét. would be
greatly appreciated!

WELCOME! WELCOME! WELCOGIkEsts are
always welcome to attend MSDC meetings.

THANK YOU to Andy Thompsfor the time that
he devotes towards proofreading the Mineral
Minutes. His assistance is invaluabgpecial
thanks toSusan and Ed Fishfar mailing our
newsletter to those without email!
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2014 DUES
Please renew your
membership today!
$20for singlemember-ships.
$25for family memberships.

Mail to: P.O. Box 9957
Alexandria, VA 22304
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When nati onal par k us
they're committing a

Caught rock handed!
by Laurie Schreiber

(Used with permission from Tom Groening, Editor, The Working Waterfront; working waterfront.com)

Schoodic park ranger Bill Weidner. LAURIE SCHREIBER

SCHOODIC PENINSULMost folks are gooehatured when caught stealing rocks at Schoodic
Peninsula, thenainland section of Acadia National Park.

click to enlarge

Visitors at Schoodic properly take pictures, not
rocks LAURIE SCHREIBER
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At one beach, park ranger Bill Weidner r@tunch.

"The hatch was open on a van, stacks of clean towels in back," he said. He politely approached the
owner.

He said to the woman at the van, "You know, | was kind of wondering if you have any rocks." She
laughed, and Weidner responded, "l don't ¢be joke."

She then said, "Well, we were loading these rocks, and my husband said, 'l hope the rock police don't
come.”™

Weidner conceded the violators "have a sense of humor."

A congenial man whose daily duties include monitoring the safety of sightsegisusly close to
Schoodic's surf, Weidner also oversees the integrity of the natural resource. Recently, he pointed out
the vast, fractured ledges of pink granite, interspersed with black basalt and the odd rounded boulder
carried by glacier from a diect geological region miles away.

"There's so much unigueness among these rocks," he said.
That's why folks steal them. After all, the glaedeoured, wavepolished rounded stones most attractive

are beguiling to the eye and pleasant to handle. It'sunaltthat people want souvenirs where the
supply seems endless.

But it's illegal to take them. The federal violation results in a $50 fine and $25 court fee. Revenue goes tc
a fund for federakrime victims.

Some favor "wish" rocksmainly black, with a wke ring. Heartshaped rocks are popular. People take
rocks for landscaping.

Why is it illegal to collect this abundant resource?

"If you like those rocks, if you take them away, the next person won't be able to see them. They belong
to everyone," he said.

The other aspect of the rock story is the tendency of some people to build trail cairns or beach
sculptures. The former, said Weidner, poses a safety risk for other hikers trying to keep to the trail. The
latter is an aesthetic invasion.

"All of the staffand volunteers knock them down," he said. "The idea of a national park is to see it the
way it is."

Weidner, who has worked at Acadia on and off since 1977, has plenty more stories.

1 "This lady was kind of falling over with this heavy bag. | thought,idgthing to be an EMS call,
or is it rocks?' | said, 'Ma'am are you OK?' 'Oh yeah.' | said, 'What do you have in the bag?' 'Oh,
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it's full of rocks." | said, 'Didn't you see the sign right there?' She says, 'Yeah, but it didn't say I'd
get a fine."

"Theywere having problems at the airport in Bar Harbor with luggage. It was overweight," he
said. "There were too many rocks in people's suitcases."

"I was having a yard sale. A woman's there, sorting through our stuff. Her cellphone rings. She
talks, thensays to her friend, 'That's my husband. He saw an article about stealing rocks out of
Schoodic. We shouldn't take any today.' She had no idea | was a park ranger."

1 A Frenchkspeaking Canadian holding some rocks said she thought the "don't remove" sign
meantnot to re-move rocks from here to there on the beach. She said she had no more rocks.
Because of the apparent language barrier, Weidner planned to give her just a warning. She
opened the trunk to get identificatian revealing a pile of rocks. Weidner isrhorous in such
situations. "l slapped my head and said, 'Oh, mon dieu!' | try not to embarrass people. But |
don't like to be lied to. | wrote her a ticket."

MEET, GREET, & EAT!

2 )
A

Join MSDC club members enjoy dinner together before each meeting.
(We arecurrently meeting at Elephant & Castle. 1201 Pennsylvania Avenue) N.W.

10
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PHOTOS FROM OUR OCTOBER MEENIENIBERS SHOW & SHARE
(photosﬂx_S_PeryI SimBetty Thompson& Pat Flavih
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Volunteer in a new exhibition
at the National Museum of Natural History
The Last American Dinosaurs: Discovering a Lost World

In November 2014, The National Museum of Natural History will open the exhibit, The Last American
Dinosaurs: Discovering a Lost World . Sixty-six million years ago, the last dinosaurs roamed what is
now the Western Interior of North America. Then global catastrophe ended their reign, leaving only a
single group of dinosaurs -- birds -- to survive. Like all life, dinosaurs were part of a complex ecological
community of animals and plants. Join us as we piece together a picture of their world by looking at
fossils from this ancient time.

This four-year exhibition will provide our visitors with the opportunity to see dinosaurs and other fossils

and to learn about mass extinction events, in particular the K/Pg extinction event that occurred 66 million

years ago, and the role these events play in shaping past, present, and future ecosystems. We will also

Apull back the curtainodo f or dprgeessby indudiiyithe livelytdialeguee x hi b
between science and art that leads to beautiful and accurate reconstructions of life in the past.

The following volunteer opportunity is available:

Exhibit Guides
o0 Introduce visitors to the exhibit and answer questions
o Encourage visitors to think more deeply about paleontology including how fossils help us
understand past worlds, extinction and dinosaur biology.
o Interpret the behind-the-scenes work of fossil preparation happening in the FossiLab
0 Lead visitors in hands-on activities that will enhance understanding of paleontology

Training:
o0 Five sessions beginning in late October
o Will include sessions on museum learning, visitor engagement, paleontology, and fossil
preparation
0 The engaging and interactive training will be led by Museum educators and
paleontologists

Qualifications:
o Interest in understanding paleontology
Comfortable working with diverse audiences
Good communication skills
Teaching experience and a science background are a bonus
Ability to multitask

For more information please email NMNHVolunteer@si.edu
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Treasurer, Rebecca Siegal

(Photoby Ann Cameron Siegal)

Pease send all treasureelated emails to:dcmineralclub@gmail.com
Also, please make sure that the Treasurer has your most current contact information.

(Microsoft Clipart)
Speaker Flash Back

January 2014:Tim RoseSmithsonian, Museum June 2014:Dr. Brent Oweng The Collegef
SpecialisManager, Analytical Laboratories, William and Mary.

Department of Mineral Sciences, will start our Newjyly:-August 2014:No meetings held.

Year off with a presentation on: The Mysterious  geptember 2014 Ms. Penny Masuokafi T h e

StoneMasks of Teotihuacargeologist in the Geology of Maryland and Three Interesting Parks to
Division of Mineralogy, for The Smithsonian Vi si t . o

National October 2014 MSDC Members Show & Share

February 2014 Sue MarcusAustralia
Minerals and Museums.

March 2014: GWU Field Trip/Dr. Richard Tollo
& Student Presentation

April 2014 Joe Marty; Microminerals

May 2014 Wayne Sukow Agates ( yR& adzA NRa ¥ (RiNBRFREY § YAy |INI ¢
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