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Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia 

       MINERAL MINUTES       
    The Mineral Minutes is the award winning bulletin of The Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia, Inc. 

 
The purpose of this Society is to promote interest in mineralogy, geology, and related earth sciences and to encourage mineral 
collecting.  An annual scholarship is awarded to a deserving student in the related field. 

 
The Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia is one of the founding Societies of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical 
and Lapidary Societies. 
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WAYNE SUKOW 
WILL BE OUR PRESENTER 

TOPIC:  AGATES 
May 7 ,2014 

²ŀȅƴŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǇƛŘŀǊȅ Ƙƻōōȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
the Agateaceous Epoch (1960) in River Falls, WI.   His 
brother-in-law, an Earth Science teacher was visiting and 
said, "Hey Wayne, I heard that there are Lake Superior 
agates around here.  Let's look for some."  So, the next 
afternoon they did and Wayne found his first "Laker," 
which was a 35 mm oval nodule, flawless, had classic red 
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and white banding and a red flame in the center.  He was "hooked" and still has that agate.  Several years later 
on a winter evening, he was examining a Laker cabochon and discovered arborescent native copper crystal 
aggregates perched on white chalcedony bands. That led to an article in the Lapidary Journal, the first of many 
publications about agates and Michigan datolite.  This led him to join several local mineral clubs and giving the 

first of many programs about agates and datolite.   
 
[Left: Wayne agate collecting in New Zealand-1998] 
 
Wayne's 2nd Epoch, the Plumeaceous, began in 1970 when he returned 
to graduate school at Washington State University.  CƻǊ ǊŜƭŀȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŜΩŘ 
Ǝƻ ǘƻ {ƘƻǊǘȅΩǎ 5ƛƎƎƛƴǎ ƻƴ 9ƳŜǊŀƭŘ /ǊŜŜƪ ƴŜŀǊ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎΣ LŘŀƘƻ ǘƻ ŘƛƎ ŦƻǊ 
the renowned and beautiful Idaho Star Garnet.  ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǎƛƭǾŜǊ ǇƛŎƪ,έ ƘŜ 
also collected the rare Priday Plume agate, Carey Plume agate and old 
Blue Biggs picture jasper.  This epoch ended when he finished his Ph. D. in 
Chemical Physics, which was to prove very helpful for his later work on 
agate formation, formation of plumes in agate and the iris effect in agate. 
 
²ŀȅƴŜΩǎ оrd epoch, the Metalliferous, began in 1980 when he discovered 
a new source of collectible minerals, the colorful datolite nodules,  
ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ŎǊȅǎǘŀƭ  ŀƴŘ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ  ŦǊƻƳ ά/ƻǇǇŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅέ ƻƴ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ¦ǇǇŜǊΦ  
That led him to study crystalline copper inclusions in datolite.  He also 

began looking for copper crystals in his Lake Superior agates. Wayne was successful on a winter evening in the 
early 1980s when he examined a 
newly cut Lake Superior agate 
cabochon under a microscope.  That 
epoch ended with the publication of 
his first two articles about Lake 
Superior agate, which emphasized 
the metallic copper crystal 
inclusions in 1987. 
 
[Right: ²ŀȅƴŜΩǎ [ŀƪŜ {ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ !ƎŀǘŜ 
Exhibit at the Wonderful World of 
Agates event-2008.] 
 
His 4th epoch, the Datoliferous, 
began with a job change and move 
to Northern Virginia in 1990. 
Lapidary materials were 
nonexistent.  However, at a 
Northern Virginia Mineral Club 
auction he discovered there were 
exquisite, water-clear crystals of 
datolite found in the local trap rock 
ǉǳŀǊǊƛŜǎΧƻƴƭȅ нл ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ 
Loudon Co. This led to a collection 
of datolite crystals from worldwide 
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sources and writing about them.  The 1990s were also an era of his other mineral publications.  That work 
continues up to the preseƴǘΤ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ !Ca{ ǎƭƛŘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ   
 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ άŜǇƻŎƘǎ,έ ƘŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƻǊ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΦ  
In 2003, he became the Assistant Director of EFMLS-Wildacres and after the June 2004 session, he served as 
Director.  He served an abbreviated stint as 2nd VP of the EFMLS in 2004, continued as the 1st VP of the EFMLS 
in 2005, and ended this sequence serving as President of the Eastern Federation during 2006. 
 
His retirement began in 2004, giving him more time to present programs to local mineral clubs, continue his 
writing about agates, phenomena seen in them such as Extreme Iris, metallic copper replacement of partial or 
entire agate bands.  This is complemented with his development of more AFMS competitive programs.  The final 
time consuming activity is associated with his deaccessionƴƛƴƎέ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ ŘŀǘƻƭƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ [ŀƪŜ {ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ŀƎŀǘŜ 
collections.  Iris agate and Priday Plume agate collections are next.  See his website at 
<sukowssuperiorminerals.com> or contact him via email at d8olite@fastmail.fm 
 
In October 2013 he was named the Dr. Charles Salotti Earth Science Award recipient at Michigan Technological 
University in Houghton, MI.  The Salotti Earth Science Award is given in recognition of the recipient's long term 
and original contributions to Earth Science Education in grades K-12. 
 

 
 
 

¢I9 tw9½ {!¸{Χ 

By Stephen Johnson  [Not submitted.]  

 
9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜ:  On behalf of our club president, let me say that 

iǘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ not only gaze at cherry 
blossoms, but to congratulate all those who participated in the EFMLS 
bulletin and website competition! 

 
The Board and club members would also like to congratulate John Weidner on being Rockhound of 

ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΗ  LǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ many wonderful and willing club members helping the club!  You all make 
MSDC the great mineral club that it is.  A big thanks to Pat Flavin, as well, for covering the April meeting 
and to all of you for your flexibility regarding the change of venue for our pre-meeting dinner. 

 
It was also great to have long-time members such as George Loud join us as well as Tom Tucker at 

last monǘƘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ  5ƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǊƻŎƪƘƻǳƴŘǎ ŀǇŀǊǘτexcept when on vacation.  It was a pleasure 
to welcome our guests and to have such an entertaining and knowledgeable speaker as Joe Marty (and his 
wife, Petrea) at our April meeting. 

 
 We are all looking ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ²ŀȅƴŜ {ǳƪƻǿΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ  ²ŀȅƴŜ 
is not only the president of the Northern Virginia Mineral Club, but he is also a federation chair and former 
EFMLS ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ  IŜΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ǝǳȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƎŀǘŜǎΦ  LΩm sure that we are all looking 
forward to his presentation and will be in for quite a treat! 

 
(Photo: S. Sims) 

mailto:d8olite@fastmail.fm
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MSDC WANTS 
YOU! ς to serve as our 
new editor for 2015.  
If you are interested, 
please contact me and 
I will be happy to talk 

with you about what is involved.  LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

have our new editor work with me 
towards the end of the year to begin 
organizing our submissions for the EFMLS 
Bulletin Editors Competition.  If no one 
volunteers, MSDC will not have a bulletin 
next year.  Thank you!  Sheryl Sims, Editor 

 
As your MSDC Editor, I ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9Ca[{ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ tƭȅƳƻǳǘƘ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ t!Φ  LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ 
to report that it was another successful conference.  Also, it was wonderful to see our federation officers, 
Matt and Jean Charsky, who were also present.  Thanks to the Executive Board for sending me to the 
conference.  [S. Sims]. 
  

YOUR 2015 EFMLS OFFICERS 
 

(Left to Right) AFMS President, Richard Jaeger; EFMLS President-Elect, Merrill Dickinson; 1st Vice 
President-Elect, Larry Heath; Secretary-Elect, Beverly Eisenacher; Treasurer, Jean Charsky; and Editor, 
Carolyn Weinberger.  They will begin their terms of service on November 1, 2014. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Current EFMLS President, Hazel Remaley 
received an award for her excellent service to 
the federation. 
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Having provided outstanding service to the 
federation for many years, Fran Sick, Eastern 
Foundation Fund Chair was awarded the 
prestigious Citation Award. 

 
Ellery Borow, 
EFMLS Chair 
announced our 
own, John 
Weidner, as 
a{5/Ωǎ wƻŎƪ 
Hound of the 
Year.   

 
Mary Bateman presented MSDC bulletin 
awards to MSDCΩǎ Editor.  Our club did 

extremely 
well in the 
competitio
n.  Thanks 
to all for 
making our 
bulletin 
such a 
good one 

and for sup-porting it with your articles 
and items of interest.   
 
[All photos in this publication, unless otherwise noted, are by S. 
Sims] 

 
Our EFMLS Banquet speaker was 
Ryan Mathur, PhD and Chair of the Juniata 
College, Geology Department in Huntington, 
PA.  The recipient of the AFMS Honorary 
Scholarship, Dr. Mathur was accompanied 
by Matthew Oxman, first-year graduate 
student and one of two scholarship 
recipients selected by Dr. Mathur.  Michael 
Nguyen was also a recipient, but not in 
attendance. 
 
Below are our EFMLS winners for the 
Bulletin Competition. 
  

THE WINNERS ARE: 
  

Helen Padgett ς Trophy Award ς Junior 
Poetry 

Steve Johnson ς 2nd Place ς Educational 
Articles 
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Andy Thompson ς 2nd Place ς Written 
Features 

Andy Thompson ς 2nd Place ς Educational 
Articles ς Advanced 

Andy Thompson ς 10th Place ς Non-
Technical Articles 

John Weidner ς 6th Place ς Non-Technical 
Articles 

Erich Grundel ς 8th Place ς Written Features 
 

Tom Tucker ς 10th Place ς Written Features 
 

Sheryl Sims ς Honorable Mention ς Non-
Technical Articles 

Sheryl Sims ς 7th Place ς Written Features 
Sheryl Sims ς 10th Place ς Educational 

Articles ς Advanced 
  

Sheryl Sims/Mineral Minutes ς 3rd Place ς 
Large Bulletins 

  
Casper Voogt ς 2nd Place EFMLS Web Site 

contest 
  

Club President, Steve Johnson, was 
praised by Mary Bateman, Competition 
Chair, for his excellent article on 
cataloguing minerals.  She said that it was 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ 

very useful tool for those wishing to learn 
how to catalogue their collections.  I think  
Steve will be hearing from Mary in the 
near future.  
 
Casper did a great job with our website 
and it was mentioned that a good website 
must have up-to-date info, which ours 
does and quick response times when 
people send inquiries, which ours also 
does.  (Thanks, Andy Thompson for 
responding so promptly to website 
inquiries.)  aŀƴȅ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
website and it was pointed out that 
websites and FaceBook are critical in 
getting the word out about our club. 
 
 At the awards dinner on Saturday night, 
WƻƘƴ ²ŜƛŘƴŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 9Ca[{Ωǎ wƻŎƪ IƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΦ   
IŜƭŜƴΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ tŀōǎǘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ŘƛŘ 
an amazing job with her award-winning 
poem.   
 
Congratulations to all!  
You did a great job and I appreciate your 
support of the newsletter!   
 
Sheryl Sims 
Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual 3
rd

 USA Science & Engineering Expo will be: 
 

April 26- 27 from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Walter E. Washington Convention Center, 

801 Mt. Vernon Place (on L Street NW, between 9
th
 and 7

th
 Streets NW). 

Admission: Free.  For more info, please see:  http://www.usasciencefestival.org/ 
 

http://www.usasciencefestival.org/
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EFMLS CONFERENCE ATTENDEES 

ENJOY CONFERNCE EVENTS 
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