
Change! 10/3 meeting: Amethyst from the Jackson Crossroads locality  
 
I have good news and bad news. 
 
First the bad news.  A health issue has sidelined our planned October speaker, Herwig 
Pelckmans.  We wish him a most rapid recovery and hope we can hear his presentation 
at some time in the future.   
   
Now the good news.  We are most fortunate to have found another excellent speaker 
and presentation for our October 3rd meeting.  Our speaker will be Sarah Christensen, 
former curator of the Tellus Museum in Cartersville, Georgia, who has recently 
relocated to the Washington, DC area.  Her presentation will be on the Jackson 
Crossroads amethyst locality in Wilkes County, Georgia.  When the Tucson Mineral 
Show picked as its theme “American Mineral Treasures,” they identified 45 sites in the 
U.S, as the best and most iconic the country has to offer.  Jackson Crossroads was one 
of them, well known for its world-class amethyst specimens.  Sarah will tell us about the 
geology of the deposit and share video of the recovery of a pocket at the site. 
 
Please join us in taking Sarah to dinner on October 3rd before the club meeting.  We 
will be meeting at 6:00 pm at Elephant & Castle Restaurant, 1201 Pennsylvania Ave, 
NW, Washington, DC, about 2 blocks from the Smithsonian Institution National Museum 
of Natural History (NMNH) where our club meeting is held.  If you plan to come to 
dinner, please send an e-mail to davidhennessey at comcast dot net, so he can try to 
get the number right for the reservation - but do not hesitate to come to dinner if you 
forget to e-mail.  We can always make room for more around the table.  If you cannot 
make it to dinner, we will meet in the NMNH lobby (10th and Constitution NW) at 7:30 
pm and head up to the Cathy Kerby Room for Sarah’s presentation. 
 
(Thanks to Dave Hennessey for the great write-up and amazingly fast and excellent 
recovery after Herwig had to suddenly cancel.) 
 
CHANGE in parking for meetings – 
 
If you come to dinner, take Metro. There’s no parking on most downtown streets until 
6:30 PM. 
 
Parking for meetings: 
The NMNH parking lot is closed to us through 2025 (7 years) because of construction. 
On-street parking on Constitution Avenue will be available only after 6:30 PM. It will cost about $3 to 4 

per hour until 10 PM.  Meetings and social time often last until 9:45 – 10 PM. 

Payment for parking on Constitution Avenue must be done via the free app ParkMobile. Download it to 

your cell phone via GooglePlay or AppStore.  

Perhaps parking on 7th Street, 12th Street, and on the Mall is also available, perhaps at lower cost.  

Carpools can make sense – e.g., save on parking costs. 

 


