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MSDC Holiday Party

Please join us for the MSDC holiday
party. This year it will be held starting at 6
PM on Saturday, December 72013, at the
Fisher's home This will be a fun time sojust
bring yourselves and any guests. If you want
to participate in the gift exchange, please
bring a wrapped mineral.

There is no need to bring a dish as all
refreshments will be provided. We will have
our election of officers, the presentation of
our donation to the Smithsonian Mineral
Sciences Department and our scholarship to
a student at Georgé/Nashington University.
We may also have a raffle for a couple of nicg
minerals to help support students in the
Mineral Sciences Department at James
Madison University. Members will be
receiving an invitation with directions.

Please give Susan Fisherall at 703
8309733 with the number of persons in your
group. Children, spouses, relatives, friends,
co-workers and neighbors are most welcome

Come, visit, munch and enjoy!
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THE PREZ ! | { X

By Stephen Johnson

Great meeting in November! We had several new
people attend as well as a great presentation by Pat Flavin
about fossils in the Calvert Cliffs area as well as the Super
Dig at Sterling Hill in Franklin, NJ. | am really looking
forward to the Northern Vir
Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show being held out at George
Mason University this weekend (23 and 24 November) at
the Student Center at George Mason University. | t 6 s
great local show and | hope to see many of you there. If
you have Kkids, Il highly rec
NVMC does a great job at ensuring that they have plenty of
displays and activities to introduce children to the
(Photo: S. Sims) hobby. You can get more info and a $1 off coupon at their
website: http://www.novamineralclub.org.

Al so, as a further reminder bef or etripieJanes t
Madison University is coming up in February, so pull out your unknowns and bring them down to
have some real testing done on them.

|l 6d also |like to thank Susan and Ed Fishe
to have the holiday party at their house againthisyear. | 6 m | ooki ng f deirgreat d
collection. Also, we will be holding club elections at this meeting/party. Happy Holidays and |
hope to see you at the holiday party.

Yy

"’i g
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We Salute andthank our Veterans!
Summary of the 2013 AFMS Convention

by Matt Charsky
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| had the pleasure of attending the
66th Annual American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) Convention
from September 18th

President was Don Monroe from the
Southeast Federation and the incoming
President is Richard Jaeger from the Rocky
Mountain Federation.

through 22nd which was held in
Jacksonville, Florida. The host
club, Jacksonville Gem & Mineral
Society (JGMS), celebrated their
25th Annual Show and Sale and
the theme of the show was

The most notable AFMS statistic is
that since the scholarship program's
inception, they have provided
scholarships to 589 students attending
133 universities and colleges. The

"Heavens and Earth”. Members of I ——————— total funds paid out now totals over

JGMS were wonderful AFMS hosts and
supplied homemade baked goods and
complimentary beverages at all the meetings.
Convention meetings, Awards Banquet and
Bulletin Editors Breakfast were held at the
Jacksonville Marriott while the show set up
was held at the Morocco Temple.

The show had educational exhibits
and speakers from all over the country, a real
life NASA moon rock, lectures on near earth
bodies and meteorites, and continuous
lapidary and jewelry demonstrations. They
also planned a star gazing experience and
picnic on the beach, but the weather

cancelled the setup of the telescopes - the
cookout, however, was still great anyway.
The field trip was to a local beach for shark's
teeth with the promotion that if you did not
find shark's teeth you did not get out of the
car.

It's always interesting to see dealers
from other parts of the country. Florida was
well represented with fossils and opalized
shells. There were also plenty on mineral and
jewelry booths among the over 40 dealers.

At the Award's Banquet, | had the privilege of
accepting the position as AFMS 1st VP,
which begins November 1st. If you have any
guestions about the AFMS, I'm the person
who should know the answer or be able to
get it for you. Just so you know, the outgoing

EFMLS Nedat. Nov., 2013 p.2
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$1.6 million! This year, AFMS paid $44,000
in 11 payments of $4,000 to students
selected by each participating Regional
Federation's Honorary Awardee.

MSDC had several entries in the
AFMS Bulletin Contest. Erich Grundel took
2nd Place in the Original Adult Articles
Category for "Giants Take Baby Steps" and
Dave Hennessey received Honorable
Mention in the Written Features Category for
" Mineral Identification Using the Raman
Spectrometer at James Madison
University". The big winner was Sheryl Sims
who took 2nd Place in the Adult Poetry
Category for "I Ain't Nuthin But A
Rockhound”, 3rd Place in the New Editors
Category for "Mineral Minutes, October
2012", and 3rd Place in the Special
Publications Category for "EFMLS Annual
Meeting". Congratulations to each winner for
their recognized effort. Awards were handed
out at the November MSDC meeting. MSDC
can now add the phrase "Award-Winning"
in future newsletters.

The 2014 AFMS Convention is
scheduled to be held in Tulsa, OK from July
9th through 13th. We will know more details
about the convention as the date draws
closer.

Keep submitting those award winning
articles!
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Hello, Let Me Introduce Myself

by Hazel Remaley, President

Does this face look familiar?certainly hope you remembe
seeing my picture in this newsletS NJ 6 ST 2 NB ®
for quite some time. | have served as the All American
program chairperson and the Each One Teach One -
person. | was also elected to the positions ofgBe Il Vice
President for several terms and have been your 2nd anc
Vice President. | enjoyed all these positions. Now | find m
in the awesome seat of President of the Eastern Federatio

13 f2y3 Fa ¢6SQONB 2y GKS sona
baclground. My husband Marv and | have been married fo
photo: EFMLS News &SIFNBR 6L ¢F+a&a I OKAfR ONARRS

several years after retiraent moved to Bradford Co., PA frc
the Allentown, PA area. We had a slight involvement with the rao#t mineral worlc
through friends at church, but, when we moved to northern PA, we got involved in the
Hanna Rock & Mineral Club in Sayre. | have served as president several years ¢
done the publicity for our annual show many years. We haviedeld in many states ar

LINE GAY OSas odzi 2dzNJ FF@2NARAGS A& 2dzNJ N
native copper. We have poundage at hoqikarge and small pieces.

Enough about me. What | want to know is, what have you and your club members b
to lately? Do you really know what your job is? Is there a job description for you
officer? Have you been to any annual conventions? Did | meet you there? If nonhot?
Do you know that as a club president you are a director of the Eastern Federatic
should represent your club at the annual EFMLS convention? So, you say, what dif
does that make? One voice will not make a difference. Wait a minute! Ilgawt attend
I O2y @Sy iA2y> Kz2g Oly &2dz YIS | RATT
and ears are open to you. Feel free to contact me anytime.

This is just the first message. In the future | hope to be writirmuaithe responsibilitis of
the committee chairs and officers. Interested anyene

Hazel

November 2013
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y Patriia Flavin
Meeting DateNovember 6, 2013
Meeting PlaceCathy Kerby RGE 340, The Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History
Attendees 26

AgendaClub President Steve Johnson recognized past presidents: Andy Thompson & Cynthia Payr
EricGrundel
Minutes Approvedseptember 2013, (October 2013 no meeting)

Visitors: George, Patricia, Tom & Rebecca Kinney. (*see note below)
Tr e a s uepaetrR@kmecca Siegal accounted for the club funds.

Old Business Steve Johnson commented on the new logos for the membership cards. Fhere was f gw
up discussion about should we adopt a new logo or stay with the old.

New Business

1 Visitorsthe Kinneys, have recently put an ad on Craigslist to sell a mineral collection for tt
client. Northern Virginia Mineral Club member, Jim Koskta, contacted them and has help
spread the word that they need buyers. Steve Johnson brought inféPhelgeitdabat
he purchased from them. Others were welcomed to contact the Kinneys.
MattCharskand Stevpresented EFMliterary awards to club members: Eric Grundel
(3articles), Sheryl Sims (2 artialeddndy Thompson was also given an awasdafticle.
ERVLS literary awards were also presented to David Hennessey (1), Eric Grundel (1),
SheryBims (2) plus a Third Place Award for New Editor. Congrats to all winners from our Jgb!
Club Officer Nomination$here is no nominating comrtitegear. Steve Johnson,
Presidentreasurer, Rebecca Siegal,Sheryl Sims, Edhake agreed to stay in their
positions. Rick Reiber, VP. , is asking to be replaced. Patricia Flavin, Secretary, has exp Jsed
interest in running for th@adttiomnd Rick Reiber agreed to replace her as secretary
Anyone interested in running for any office is encouraged to do so. We will vote for office §|t the
December meeting.

Bring in your donations of minerals so the club can have more rmimensusrsibee monthly
raffle. Rick Rieber, VP, announced plans for the upcoming December Holiday Party.

Geology in the NewSynthia Payne discussed a recent event. It was also noted that the Rus:
meteorite has been located and dragged ake .of a |

November 2013
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Club Show Announcements:

November 23 & PHe 22 Annual Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show presented by the Northern Vir
Mineral Club and sponsored by the Dept. of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Earth Sciences at Ge
Mason University.

Motion to Adjourto the Program

Program Two documentary videos were presented by Patricia Flavin, Northern Virginia area
Real tor, and an avid fossil & mineral <col
Fluorescent Mi neawadhowSaigertify théflugescertt minepls: Zindite, t
Franklinite,Calcite, Willemite, Hydrozincite, that are found in this mine. Several club member
attended this event that was also held at night to reveal the fluorescent minerals add their as:
colors on the side of a cliff at the mine
Calvert Cliff Formation, Western Shore of the ChesapdakedBay, Mhi s f ossi | r
part of an ancient tropical ocean during the MiocdresEifs found are datee2®r&illion

years old. They include whale vertebrae, several varieties of shark teeth, including the fame«
Megalodon, coral, and even artifacts of ancient Indian populations.

Meeting adjourned a 9:45pm & Refreshmentsenyed

Calvert Cliff Formation, Chesapeake Beach, Md.
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EFMLS Results from the AFMS-Eompetitiensvov., 2013
EFMLS Clubs DoAMBISIContests....

compiled by Ye Oldéaditiyn Weinberger)

The 2013 AFMS /SFMS Cortian . dzf £ SGAY 9 RA (2 NI Lentra? BARSK & Mineral Club
held in Jacksonville this past Original Adult Articles Rock Buster News, 8/12
September is now history. Eastern
Federation was well represented at 2nd place Junior Articles (age 1217)
the AFMS meeting by Matt Charsky, Giants Take Baby Steps 1st place
Cheryl Neary and Hazel Remaley. by Erich Grundel Droplets of Information
Several other EFMLS members at  Mineralogical Society of District of by Jessa Potvin (13)
tended as well. These conventions Columbia; Mineral Minutes, 5/12 Aiken Gem, Mineral & Fossil
These conventions are always a fun {20ASG@& | 2dzyRQaA
time and wonderful opportunity to  8th place
get together with friends from Tourmaline by Bev Eisenacher 6th place
across the U.S. Central PA Rock & Mineral@l Internship, by Conrad Smith (15)
Rock Buster News, 10/12 Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society
Several competitions are held each Honorable Mention of Montgomery County, MD
year with entries in each first being Move Over Hope Diamond The Rockhounder, 10/12
submitted for evaluation at the by Dave MaclLean
regional federation level, and then Northern Virginia Mineral Club Written Features
the top three entries in the various The Mineral Newsletter, 12/12
categories fowarded to AFMS for Honorable Mention
further evaluation. Eastern entries Qriginal Articles- Advanced Finding Oil and Gas:
did fairly well again this year with The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
the following results: 2nd place by Scott Germia
Shoebox Adventures: Richmond Gem & Mineral
Web Site competitio The ID Problem, by Mike Seeds The Collecting Bag, 7/12
Baltimore MineralSociety
8th place The Conglomerate, 7/1 Internet Resources
Ken Casey by Lorraine Johnston
Delaware Mineralogical Society 4th place Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore
Wilmington, DE What Am | Buying?, by Frank Craig Gem Cutters News, 2/12
<www.delminsociety.org> Central PA Rock & Mineral Club
Rock Buster News, 11/12 On the Mountaintop: A First Visit 1
10th place Wildacres, by Alice Cherbonnier
Brad Grant Honorable Mention Baltimore Mineral Society
Baltimore Mineral Society I a2 2NI R¢ 2F DNJI yfhelCngldmyate 1D S NI 2
Baltimore, MD GA
<www.baltimoremineralsociety.org> by Walt Kubilius Mineral Identification Using the
Aiken Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society RamanSpectrometer at James
12th place | 2dzy RQa 12 26t >~ ¢ k Madison Univ., by David Henness
Beth Hadley Mineralogical Society of the Distrir
Richmond Gem & Mineral Society  Junior Articles (under age 12) of Columbia, Mineral Minutes, 2/1
RichmondVA 3rd place
<rgmsva.info> Wildacres, by Isabella Brandon (11)

10
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EFMLS NewsOct.c Nov., 2013

Adult Poetry

2nd place

L ! Ay ORut AtRdphiduny
by Sheryl E. Sims

Mineral Society of the District of
Columbia, Mineral Minutes, 3/12

6th place

The Softer Side, by Jim Stedman
Maryland Geological Society
The Rostrum, 7/12

8th place

Our 24th Seed
by Barbara Fenstermacher

Aiken Gem, Mineal & Fossil Society
| 2dzy RQa

New Editors

3rd place

Mineral Minutes, October, 2012
Sheryl Sims, Editor

Mineralogical Society of the District
of Columbia, Washington, DC

Large Bulletins
5th place

The Rockhounder, May, 2012
Wendell Mohr, Editor

Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of

Montgomery County, MD,
Gaithersburg, MD

9th place
/ KA LILISNE Q
Carolyn Weinberger, Editor

Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society Details will be available in February

Baltimore, MD

10th place

Gem Cutters News, January, 2012
CarolynWeinberger, Editor

Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore
Baltimore, MD

December 2013

/I KId0SNE

Special Publications

2nd place

The next EFMLS Conventi
is scheduled for March 29
30 in Plynouth Meeting, PA

Rocks, Minerals and Fossils of Pennwith the EFMLS amual

sylvania

by Beverly Eisenacher
Central Pennsylvania Rock &
Mineral Club

Harrisburg, PA (EFMLS)

3rd place

EFMLS AnnuMeeting

by Sheryl Sims,

Mineralogical Society of the
District of Columbia, Washington,
DC

I 26f = ¢k vandowment Fund Drawing

Yabba, Dabba, Doo...Eastern
members not only purchased the
most tickets, but earned the most
prizes which went to:
Pat Barker
Mary Bateman
KC Foster
Tom Gangi
Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore
Jim Hird
Val Johnson
Keith Kaneda
Marie Stackhouse

All American Club

there were no EFMLS entries this
year! Why not?
550SY0SNE
The next AFMS Convention will be
July 9- 13 in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

or March.

HN1 MH

meeting held on Friday,
March28. Details should b
available begining next
month. Do plan on having
your club represented and
do plan on entering at leas
one of the contests

dzft £t SGAY 9RA
American. The feedback
@2dzQf f NBOSA
judges will be most
beneficialto you and your
club.

-

i
i Ay large and small
! ‘;,’,5‘, cold chisels

newspapers

backpack |apels
facebaok comy Amasingbeologist

Rockhound Tools of the Trade
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D|D YOU KN OWCr))ur hardworkingtreasurer, Rebecca &gal,

presented her first paper at the State Archaeology Conference on October 24.

Way to go, Rebecca! We are proud of you!

E
i | (. ’”"//”,’/i/’f/

(Photo Credit: Ann Cameron Siegal, writer/photographer)
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ROCKINGA CYCLE OF LIFE

By Sheryl E. Sims

Who am | in the cycle of my life? | am Igneous. Alicia
Keysmay be t hat (dutlr|larmhfait@rsi s
my Latin name means that | was formed of fire, hot and
burning.

| was formed through mansfamative processGradually,
| cool myself over timeAgespasdur i ng my | i
Solidifying over timemy mass increasesMy magna, So

magnificent beconesburninglayers of lava.
Igneous

I may be hot, but my form is present and esfeanging.
changes with my dark, obsidian mood. Sometimes | appear crystallized; other times not. | roc
unadornedl 6 m vesicul ar, pne fyagmentalintexture. spher ul i ti

Deep bel ow tintresivesandr f a ¢ @ho kah stop me?Pwait, warming in the

plutonic. With a slow rise to the surface, earthés crust. Aphan

| 6 m e x My aitrsbutes become dense. Cooling slowly, I wait, lying just

volcanic; yet, still | rock. | anlgneous beneath the surface.
years? | wait for the time when | am forced

My marvelous magma is out of this world! to show myself, revealing myself,

Made up from preexisting rocks, | crystallized, cracks and all.

sometimes melt partially away, exposing

myself in the process. Fluid fire, harrowing | ammassive and | am small. Within my

heat, what will | be when next we meet? being, | have it all. 1 am Igneous. See my
plutons? They are exposed for you to see

| am what | am, affected by temperature, | me better Ify o u 6 d, callghenin e r

soar. Affected by pressure | morph into bat hol it hs Mountaf Sierra t 6 s

myself, sometimes, changing my disposition  Nevada.

and composition completely. Why?

Becausd can. | am Igneous. Cooling quickly, my hot, fiery, lava d{s
generously. | warm the earth and blanket it

You think you know me jncotbe oféhe sury. AlthBughTnamyr e

are over 700 types of me.hide, waiting to volcanoes try, few can hold me. Cooling

be discoveredl waiting in my molten, slowly, when | surfac

liquid, mineral forn® spongelike at times. be taken for granted.

A river of fire water running free. Really,

Ever changingl cloak myself in obsidian cases of red, broemgwflakes and rainbow colors.
Smooth as glass and in a class of my own. | am Igneous, and | rock.
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Sedimentary

Sososedimentary, | am like painted desert sand, layers
upon layers of sediment everming, and thus compacting
and cementing me into who | am.

| am sedimentary, fragmented by the remains of the day.
Fragmented, grhapsby plants and animatkatstay and
decay. My very being comes from both water and air
coming into to play.

Like ascene fronwutheringheights | am broken.
Exposing
core affected in place, transporting nothing, never molten.

myself near the ea

There are two sides to me. Weathered mechanically and

chemically, | am reduced to mere pisc# myself. Composed of all that is me, | remain

unchanged for | am sedimentary.

Mechanicallyl 6 m hi t .
wedges or abrasive encounters; plants and
animals may wear me dowixfoliating me
ard peeling away my essence | remain
sediment.

Il 6m it .

Chemically,
decomposing around nvapors of water
released and reformed. Who am |?
Hydrolysis? Dissolution? Oxidation? All
cause me to react.

How acid rainupon me grows;ral, carbon
dioxide within me blows!Dissolute, | am
broken, changing to reddidfrown. |
crumbleas if in need of calcium, | am but a
crumbling rock, carried away by erosion.

My load is a heavy one, streaming through
my life; leaving behind my silty, clay,
remainswhich ress and settls slowly to

the streambed for that is best.

December 2013

Wh e t h €ar | maybe €alled dastichemical or even

organic Yet, though formed by pieces of
other rocksaffected by weathering and
erosion, | am always sediment.

As such, | am never out of igs, though |

Way tdohwellrorpa@okly s Or, missed most
sorel, | am what | am, coarse of finely
regaled Therefore, you can call me
conglomerate, sandstone and shdler

these are just a few of the names by which |
hale Rock salt or Halite, Limestona coal,
you will find me therefrom recent years if
you like, or from ages of sediment of old

You will know me by my stratification,
fossils, geodes, and whilély prints are
remarkablethey are formed by winds,
waves, over milesStill, mud cacksme up,
and fills me untiland | become fossilized.
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Many may wonder, I s hodnbrphiinto t i
something or to change back agaiR@r | derive from a

parent rockexisting just for me | undergo chemical and
structure changes, youseend, you woul dno
arelief it can bé to feel heat and pressure texturizing my
inner most being

Changing my internal structure, my weight, and still more.
Mountairs deformed creatguch beauty to form that is me.
Both | ocal and regional , it:¢
_ Aligning in layers, my foliation can be great depending on
Metamorphic the degree Of regional metamorphism, heat, pressure,

fluids, and gasses, so fieetemined by the amount of

extreme metamorphism that | choose to be

Contactmetamorphism displays hot magma
and can really moveDeformational
Metamorphism is caused by stress, friction Photo Credit:

yet grooves Usually, near faults, but none of http://library .thinkquest.org/05aug/00461/imag

my own, based on a parentrdckh at 6 s r iegigngous.jpg
in my zone http://www.nms.ac.uk/images/restlessearth

metamorphicrock.jpg
To be foliated or not to Idet hat really is the http:/4.bp.blogspot.com/sedimentary+rocks.jpg
guestion to askWhether to be quartzite,
slate, marble, or even schist, at long ldst.
may be like sugar, yet not so swemut quite F

. heousRock
gritty alas!  caoling ﬁ 3

XD
. . . . . ' weathering
| may be dissolute like an acid with a sizzling *magma‘s and elggian

fizz to my touch.Or, largely like calcite, bedlad
colorful, and crystalline, as suclstill, % Pressure
maybe just | imestone,

too much.

For | am metamorphé and with mé dar u estheifi catnpaction a1

and erosion carnentation

change is okso-good. | will become HiAL

whatever it is, that for a time, think that | b
should. As forthepressurewell,| 6 m

alarmed Infact,l 6ve gr own to M
pleasepileit on! prassure
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[This excellent article caught the eye of club member, Tom Tucker, who asked that we include
it in our bulletin. It appears courtesy of The Bozeman Gem and Mineral Club, July-August
2013, Vol. 3, Issue 4. Permission granted by Ken Zahn.]

Williamsite 0 story by Ken Zahn

A Unusual JIQualiteSerpdntinite@etigorite, var. Williamsite, from MD/PA State Line Chromite Mine (Lowe's
Approx. Chemical Formula: (Mg2Fe+2)3Si205(0OH)4

Dr. Kenneth Zahn, Colonel, U.S. Arn{Retired) | am a member of the Bozeman Gem and Mineral (
Bozeman, Montana. Was assigned to Aberdeen Proving Ground is 1980 and retired from thereas :
Colonel in the ArmyBelonged to a number of Clubsthre area at that time (Gem Cutter's Guild, etc.)

A bit of personal history on my own love affair with williamsite:

As a friend of the landowner during the mid-1980's, | collected pieces of the translucent
emerald-green williamsite at the Line Pit property just inside the Maryland side of the MD/PA
state line -- (Isaac Tyson, Jr's primary chromite mine in the mid-1800s, though first mined by
Lowe before 1838 on the Pennsylvania side of the border). Lowe's Pit is apparently connected
to the Line Pit shaft 60 feet away (at a depth of 92 feet) by a southeasterly trending inclined
shaft. The massive chromite podiform ore-body was said to have been sheathed in a thin shell
of the williamsite, which then graded into the common serpentine host rock around the ore
body.

| had seen my first fingernail-sized piece of beautiful green williamsite imbedded in fresh
asphalt paving in a new parking lot on Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, as | stepped out
of my car on a torrid day in the summer of 1981. After prying the tiny piece out with a key (the
asphalt was warm and soft), | asked around over several months and was told that it was a
prized local Maryland material -- williamsite -- probably from crushed serpentine rock from
Cedar Hill quarry. | was hooked! Soon | had purchased copies of the more prominent
references to chromite deposits in Maryland and Pennsylvania and decided to search for the
Line Pit deposit, as many of the mineral clubs in the MD/PA had collected there in the '50s -
"70s. The day | first visited in winter 1981, | did spot a nice piece under a half-inch of ice on the
entrance path. The wetted piece | chipped from the iced-over puddle was beautiful emerald
green and has been in my display case ever since. | was also met from behind by the shotgun
of the landowner who had seen my car parked just off the road nearby and came to find me.
As there were no "No Trespassing" signs posted in the brushy thicket around the path area at
that time, the owner gave me a reprieve and | was careful to seek permission during the
following 4 years of collecting trips. The material was hard to find as almost all the mine dump
had been hauled off for road ballast -- apparently in the '50s or a bit later -- and grasses, trees,
briars, and poison ivy had long-since taken over. The area is no longer accessible.

By almost unbelievable coincidence, besides finding the correct mine on that first trip, and
surviving a shotgun challenge as | picked up my first piece of williamsite, | also purchased a

16
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Baltimore-published 1839 copy of "Josephus" at a flea market in the area on the way home
late that afternoon; inside the cover was an inscription presenting the copy to Jesse Tyson,
then age 18, from his father Isaac Tyson, Jr., in "Cold Stream,” MD (NE Baltimore) in 1844. |
had found the mine, found nice williamsite, gained collecting permission, and found the famous
owner's (Isaac Tyson Jr.'s) 1844 gift copy of Josephus to his son Jesse -- all on one wintry-
afternoon's exploration trip.

One of my best smaller "show-and-tell" williamsite pieces was in my pocket when | attended
the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show in the early '90s. It passed across the counter to the hand
of an Asian mineral dealer, who soon passed it to a carver in Taiwan, who then passed it back
to me in a simple padded mailer envelope 2 months later, with a bill for $40 for having carved
it. That carved piece (5 x 4 x 3 cm) is one of my most-treasured mineral specimens.

The translucency and color are stunning, and the identification of the piece as
serpentinite/antigorite, var. williamsite, fools almost everyone. There is no fibrous nature or
"undercutting" with this piece (and most of my other pieces), as is common with more-typical
antigorite samples from other chromite deposits in the State Line area.

You can imagine my total shock and disdain when | learned years later that someone had
managed to bamboozle the Maryland legislature into changing the experts'-consensus
designation of "Maryland's gemstone" from the beautiful and unique williamsite to a drab river
rock that looks more like a non-descript jasper. What a tragedy, as this photo of what |
consider to be Mar yl--ailiadite -- CldlyEhogse mst on e

Typical Rough. The piece on the
left is the piece | found on my first
dav's visit to the site.

Copyright 2013. Kenneth C. Zahn.
All rights reserved. No reproduction
or electronic transmission without
permission of Kenneth C. Zahn.
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Foecial thanks to everyone who was kind
enough tobring refreshments to our last
meeting! We appreciate your time and
generosity.

MARK YOU CALENDARS FOR THE MSDC HOLIDAY

LINKIN: News about Lake Natromttp://www.nbcnews.com/ science/birdinummies
natron-lakestoxic-waters petrify-animalsfall-8C11322626
(Robert Clemenzi)

(Courtesy of The Stamford Mineralogical Society i The Vug 7 August-2013, p.9)

Minerals on stamps: websites

"We have created a website on Gems, Minerals, Jew@lgks, Coins,
Gold and Silver stamps. There are over 15,000 items with write up and
details. We request all GMJSU members to check our website and help
any corrections as well as with your suggestions. Your response will be highly appre@iatevebsite lir
are as followshttp://drshahstamps.coanditp://stampsongemsandjewelry.com
Prof. Odino Grubesi, Our member in Rome, Italy, has creatediebsites in relation to our collecting
interests. Visit them, they are very watine.www.Geostamps.ewyww.goldstmps.euw.diamondstamps
eu,www.mineralstamps.eu

(Photo: http://www.mineralstamps.eu/Amberl.htm)
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