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Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia 

       MINERAL MINUTES       
               The Mineral Minutes is the bulletin of The Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia, Inc. 

 

 

The purpose of this Society is to promote interest in mineralogy, geology, and related earth sciences and to 

encourage mineral collecting.  An annual scholarship is awarded to a deserving student in the related 

field. 

 
The Mineralogical Society of the District of Columbia is one of the founding Societies of the Eastern 

Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies. 

 

Vol. 71, No. 8-A                         Founded 1942           SPECIAL EDITION - SEPTEMBER 2012 
 

EFMLS ANNUAL MEETING  
September 14-16, 2012 

By Sheryl E. Sims  
(Photos unless otherwise indicated, by S. Sims) 

 

 
The Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary 
Societies (“EFMLS”) held its 47

th
 Annual Mineral and Jewelry 

Show, and EFMLS convention on September 14-16, 2012, in 
Harrisburg, PA (Radisson Penn Harris Hotel, Camp Hill, PA).  
Hosted by the Central Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club, 
Inc., (David Brandon, President), clubs from all over the 
eastern federation gathered for a most enjoyable long-
weekend. 

Those wanting to participate set up their displays on Friday 
at the Zembo Shrine.  In the meantime, others boarded a 
chartered bus and headed to Elizabethtown, College, 
Elizabethtown, PA.  Members had been invited to attend the 
Frank Masters’ reception, hosted by the college.  
Mr. Masters generously donated a world-class mineral 
collection to the geology department.  As the president of a 
small, beautiful, college, the president and staff were 
ecstatic to be the recipients of such a remarkable gift. 
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Frank Masters, Donor 

 
EFMLS President R.J. Harris addressed the group as did 
Mr.  Masters.  Viewing the collection was one of the 
highlights of the trip. 
 
Afterwards, attendees headed back to the hotel to prepare 
for the EFMLS Annual meeting.  During the meeting, various 
committee chairs gave their reports and high praise was 
given for participating in Wildacres workshops.  The new 
EFMLS board was elected. 
 

 
 
The evening proved to be the perfect time to meet and greet 
people that most only know from reading the EFMLS 
newsletter or by visiting the EFMLS website. 
 
As pointed out by AFMS 2

nd
 VP, Matt Charsky,  the east coast 

mineral clubs are a part of a much larger group.  We are 
under the umbrella of the eastern federation.  The American 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies is comprised of seven 
organizations: 

CFMS - California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
EFMLS - Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and     
                Lapidary Societies 
MWF - Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and  

                Geological Societies 
NFMS - Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
RMFMS - Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical  
                Societies 
SCFMS - South Central Federation of Mineral Societies 
SFMS - Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

It’s important for clubs to support the EFMLS, which 
supports the AFMS.  Money we contribute to the various 
funds goes to support programs and provide scholarships to 
students studying/working in the field of geology.  All of 
these points were highlighted during the annual meeting. 
 
Following the meeting, we gathered in EFMLS President, R.J. 
Harris’ suite for refreshments and a relaxing time to socialize 
with other EFMLS members.  We had a great time! 
 
On Saturday, Sept. 15, final exhibit preparations took place 
at the Zembo Shrine, followed by a wonderful mineral show 
and EFMLS Endowment Fund auction.  This year’s show 
theme was, “Crystals:  Flowers of the Mineral Kingdom”.  
Activities included the EFMLS Endowment Fund Auction, 
displays, rock wheel, silent auction, mini mine, Scouts, Jeri 
Jones Lectures, rocks, gems, fossils, and free posters. 
 
Later that evening, we attended the EFMLS Awards Banquet.  
We participated in a social hour and enjoyed a delicious 
dinner of salmon, beef, chicken, and veggies.  Some EFMLS 
club member winners who you may know are: 
 

 Barbara Sky:  won a trophy for her pyrite display.  
All specimens in her display were under one inch in 
size, which the thumb nail category, 
<bskysky@aol.com>. 

 Bob Davidson:  won the EFMLS web site 
competition and ranked 6

th
 for the AFMS Web Site 

Contest (SMRMC).  EFMLS has 17 entries! 

 Cynthia Payne:  was named the MSDC Each One 
Teach One recipient.   

 Erich Grundel:  won ninth place for an original 
educational article and ninth place for a non-
technical article. 

 Joe Murter:  was named one of the AFMS Club 
Rockhounds of the Year for the Eastern Federation 
(by the NVMC). 

 Kathy Hrechka:  won honorable mention, along 
with her children, Julia and Michael for their article 
in The Mineral Mite.  Kathy also won an honorable 
mention certificate for her Fred Schaefermeyer 
article. 

 Mary Bateman:  received a certificate of 
appreciation for serving as a BEAC judge. 

http://www.cfmsinc.org/
http://www.amfed.org/efmls/
http://www.amfed.org/efmls/
http://www.amfed.org/mwf/
http://www.amfed.org/mwf/
http://www.amfed.org/nfms/
http://www.rmfms.org/
http://www.rmfms.org/
http://www.scfms.net/
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/
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 Matt Charsky:  received a certificate of appreciation 
for serving as a BEAC judge. 

 Patrick Haynes:  won first place for an original 
education article. 

 Sheryl Sims:  won a silver medal in the AFMS All 
American Club Award – “Year Book” competition 
(NVMC); second and seventh place for original 
educational articles in the EFMLS bulletin contest; 
and eighth place in the AFMS bulletin contest. 

 
Awards were presented by Barbara Sky: Competitive 
Exhibits; Hazel Remaley, Each One Teach One; Reivan 
Zeleznik, AFMS Scholarship Award; Betsy Oberheim, All 
American Award; Ellery Borow, club Rockhound of the Year; 
Fran Sick; Easter Foundation Fund; R.J. Harris & David 
Brandon, CPRM Special Club Awards. 
 
The guest speaker for the evening was Robert Beard, Senior 
Contributing Editor, “Rock & Gem” magazine. 
 
Following the award ceremony and dinner, attendees 
retreated to their rooms to prepare for the Editors and 
Webmasters Breakfast on Sunday 16

th
.  After a breakfast 

buffet, awards were presented.   

 
Following the breakfast, some participants headed for a field 
trip to Mount Pleasant Mills Quarry in search of wavelite, 
calcite, fluorite, and gastropods.  The field trip leader was 
R.J. Harris.  Others returned for another fun day at the 
mineral show or prepared to return home. 
 

 
            (photo: Central PA Rock & Mineral Club Newsletter, Bev Eisenacher) 

 

 

   
                                                                                                                R.J. Harris, 2012 EFMLS President & Gerry Cox, EFMLS Secretary 
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Frank Masters and Elizabethtown College President, Carl J. Strikwerda, Ph.D. 
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Ann & Don Monroe, AFMS President 



 
MINERAL MINUTES 

Page 8 
\\DC - 700504/000630 - 3495708 v1   
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Betsy Oberheim, All American Awards – Year Book, Chair & Awards Banquet 

 

  
 S.C.R.I.B.E. Editor, Dan Imel                                                         Ann Benson & Lorraine Campbell from  

                                                                                                              Delaware Valley Earth Science Society (New Jersey club) 
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 EFMLS Bulletin Editors Breakfast  

      
Left: 2012-2013 EFMLS President, Don Monroe and his wife, Ann.                     Bev Eisenacher, BEAC Awards Chair & Carolyn Weinberger, EFMLS Editor 

Current EFMLS Officers and Committees  

President,  R. J. Harris 
1st Vice President, Cheryl Neary 

2nd Vice President, Hazel Remaley 
Secretary, Gerry Cox 
Treasurer, Lou Budell 

Asst. Treasurer, Michael Patterson 
Editor, Carolyn Weinberger 

 
REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS 

Region I, Kathleen Collins 
 Region II, Michael Kessler 
Region III, Hazel Remaley 

Region IV, Carl Miller 
Region V, Judy Budnik 

 Region VI, Barbara Fenstermacher 
Region VII, Kim Cochran 

Region VIII, Michelle Renné  
 

EFMLS COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

AFMS Endowment Fund*,Carolyn Weinberger 
AFMS Scholarship Foundation*, RJ Harris 

David Brandon, 

Central PA Club President and his 

club generously provided free 

posters for all take and share with 

clubs and schools!  (Photo from 
Central PA Rock & Mineral Club 

Newsletter, 9-18-12.)  
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AFMS Ways & Means*, to be appointed 
All American Award*, Betsy Oberheim 

Auction, to be appointed 
Audit, Donald Pitkin 

Boundaries, Carl Miller 
Budget & Finance, Cheryl Neary 

Bulletin Editors Advisory*, RJ Harris 
Bylaws, Steve Weinberger 

Club Rockhound of the Year*, Ellery Borow 
Conservation & Legislation, to be appointed 

Convention Advisory, Matt Charsky 
Directory, Carolyn Weinberger 

Each One Teach One, Hazel Remaley 
Eastern Foundation Fund, Fran Sick 

Historian, Susanna MacInnis 
Insurance Coordinator, Carl Miller 

Junior Activities*, Rev. Darryl Powell 
Operating Procedures, Steve Weinberger 

Parliamentarian, Steve Weinberger 
Safety*, Ellery Borow 

Show Coordinator, Matt Charsky 
Slide & Video Librarian*, Ken Tudor 

Supplies, Suzy Milligan 
Uniform Rules, Barbara Sky 

Ways & Means, to be appointed 
Webmaster, Dan Imel 

Wildacres Workshop Committee, Steve Weinberger, Chair 
Mary Bateman, Gerry Cox, Al DeMilo, Jim Doran, Bruce 

Gaber,  and Valerie Johnson 
Director, Fran Sick 

Registrar, Pamm Bryant 
 

Nominating (Elected Committee) 
Matt Charsky, Chair; Jim Doran, Carl Miller, Betsy Oberheim, 

Wayne Sukow, Loren Patterson,  and Reivan Zeleznik 

AFMS Officers for 2012-13 
 

President - Don Monroe (SFMS) President-elect - Richard Jaeger (RMFMS) 
1st Regional Vice President – Marion Roberts (CFMS) 
2nd Regional Vice President – Matt Charsky (EFMLS)  

3rd Regional Vice President – Ann James (SCFMS) 
4th Regional Vice President – Sandy Fuller (MWF) 
5th Regional Vice President – Doug True (NFMS) 

 Treasurer – Pat LaRue (2 year term) 
The position of Secretary was not up for election this year. Anne Cook will complete the 2nd year of her 2 year term. 

______________________________ 
Celebrate 

Earth Science Week 
October 14-20, 2012 
October 13-19, 2013 

www.earthsciweek.org 
______________________________ 

 

http://www.earthsciweek.org/
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Pre-Meeting Dinner:  Join us for dinner at the Pier 7 Restaurant at 6:00 PM for dinner before the club meeting.  
650 Water St SW, (at S L St), Washington, DC 20024, (202) 554-2500, www.pier7restaurant.com/Menu.  

Please call Susan Fisher at 703-830-9733 to make a reservation if you wish to attend. 

 

Visitors are always welcome at our monthly meetings and dinners! 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 

THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA (MSDC) 
 
(___) Family ~ $25.00 per year. One address.  
(___) Individual ~ $20.00 per year.  
(___) New * (___) Renewal Dues are for Year ________*  
For new members who join in the last months of the year, membership will extend through the following year with no 
additional dues.  
 
ANNUAL DUES – PLEASE PAY BY JANUARY 10.  
Pay at December or January meeting or mail to:  
Mineralogical Society of DC  
P.O. Box 9957  
Alexandria, VA 22304  
Name(s) (First and Last)  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Address____________________________________________________________________________________________  
City ___________________________________________ State __________________  Zip________________________  
Phone(s): Home/Work/Mobile_________________________________________________________________________  
Email(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
OK TO INCLUDE YOU ON CLUB MEMBERSHIP LIST? Distributed to Club members only.  
(___) Yes – Include name, address, phone, email.  
If you want any information omitted from the membership list, please note:  
Omit my: (__) Email, (__) Home phone, (__)Work phone, (__) Mobile phone,  
(__) Address, (__) Name  
SPECIAL CLUB-RELATED INTERESTS? ____________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
 

President: Tom Tucker, threedogtom@earthlink.net 
Vice President & Program Chair:  Andy Thompson, thompson01@starpower.net       
Secretary: Patricia Rehill, patriciarehill@gmail.com 
Treasurer:  Rick Reiber, Mathfun34@yahoo.com, (mail: c/o MSDC, P.O. Box 9957, Alexandria, VA  22304)   
Director: Cynthia Payne 
Director:  Dave Nanney 
Director:  Dave Hennessey 
Editor:  Sheryl Sims, sesims4@cox.net  
Co-Web Master:  Casper Voogt & Betty Thompson, www.mineralsocietyofDC.org 
 
Meeting Dates, Time, and Location: The first Wednesday of each month. (No meeting in July and August.) The 
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, 10th Street and Constitution Ave, Washington D.C. 
We will gather at the Constitution Avenue entrance at 7:45 PM to meet our guard who will escort us to the Cathy 
Kirby Room.  If you park on the street, THERE ARE NOW PARKING FEES, PAYABLE AT THE KIOSKS, AND 
ENFORCEMENT UNTIL 10 PM. 

http://www.yelp.com/biz_redir?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pier7restaurant.com%2F&src_bizid=bIE0DBbsnOIepYOQSfgEKA&cachebuster=1325596230&s=a35fca1394a922165006495831af870eb4bc280f4e980aa67502812efe9e42bb
http://www.yelp.com/biz_redir?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pier7restaurant.com%2F&src_bizid=bIE0DBbsnOIepYOQSfgEKA&cachebuster=1325596230&s=a35fca1394a922165006495831af870eb4bc280f4e980aa67502812efe9e42bb
mailto:threedogtom@earthlink.net
mailto:thompson01@starpower.net
mailto:patriciarehill@gmail.com
mailto:Mathfun34@yahoo.com
mailto:sesims4@cox.net
http://www.mineralsocietydc.org/
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